
Overview of the Community Based Health Insurance scheme

1. What does Community Based Health Insurance mean?

Community Based Health Insurance (CBHI) is a fund of the village organized by the villagers who donate voluntary for their health. This fund is non-profit and does not accumulate. The pre-payment of the people is for their health and their family. The monthly contribution of a small amount will allow for health services without paying at time of use. 
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2. Who could become member?

Because Community Based Health Insurance is organized by the people, for the people, so every body has the right to participate. But if you want to join, the whole family must to join and not just part or individuals, except when the person is a single family.

3. When I become member, what benefit will I get?

All family members will get free health care services from the district hospital and the referral hospital if necessary. There is no risk of catastrophic expenses in case of ill health. The hospital will provide the health examination and treatment with equity and rational prescriptions, e.g.: consultation, lab test, and room charge in standard room, surgery, including preventive health care and health education. All the drugs from the Essential Drug List are covered.

4. Is there any limit to the benefits?

After the family prepays continuously to the scheme, they have right to health services except in the following cases:

· Traffic accidents

· Cosmetics surgery

· Trans-sexual surgery

· Anti-HIV drugs, but symptomatic treatment are covered

· Thalasemia

· Sterilization for Family Planning

· Fertilize

· Lenses and spectacles

· Hamodialyse

· Transplantation of organs

· Complex surgery, not currently available in Lao PDR.

· Self-inflicted harm and criminal activity

· Vertical programs assigned by the government will continue to provide services to insured member.

· Dental care, but normal extraction, pain relief and fillings are covered.

· Treatment in a foreign country is not covered

5. How can I become member?

It is not difficult to become member. Just bring your family book to the Collector in your village or in the District hospital. You will be enrolled and registered as you pay your first contribution. Each time you pay, you will get a stamp on your card and you must sign with the Collector. 

6. How much to pay?

The amount of contribution to the scheme is depending on the family size, to be calculated as follow:

· Single

14.000
kip/family/month.

· 2-4 persons
24.000
kip/family/month.

· 5-7 persons
30.000
kip/family/month.

· ( 8 persons
33.000
kip/family/month.

You can pay any day of the month and you can pay several months in advance. If you stop paying three months continued, you must pay back before getting health service in contractual hospital. If you stop paying over than three months, you will lose your benefit.

7. After I pay to the scheme, could I get free service immediately?

After you become a new member, you use your membership card, according to the rules below:

· After you pay the second month, you can get the out-patient services.
· After you pay 7 months regularly you can get admission to the hospital and emergency surgery.

· After you pay continuously for 7 months you can get OPD, IPD, obstetric and elective surgery.

8. When my family is sick, what I have to do?

Please keep your membership card well. And if you are sick, bring your card together your family book and ID card to the district hospital. The doctor or the nurse will check your name in the eligibility list and provide your health care. Always go to the district hospital first. 

If necessary the district hospital will transfer you to referral  hospital. If you decide to go immediately to   referral hospital, without passing through the district hospital, you will not be covered.
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Best wishes from CBHI in the Ministry of Health.

We wish you good health.

If you are sick, don’t worry we are beside you!
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The Community Based Health Insurance scheme will support you when you are sick, so do not worry











