
X Figure 4.1 Social protection for children and families (cash benefits) anchored in law, 
by type of scheme, 2024 or latest available year

Tax-financed Universal Child Benefit (UCB) (40)

Quasi-UCB: age-limited tax-financed benefits (5)

Quasi-UCB: affluence-tested tax-financed benefits (9)

Quasi-UCB: coordinated mixed-schemes (social insurance and tax-financed means-tested benefit) (4)

Social insurance and tax-financed means-tested benefit (non-universal) (11)

Social insurance only!(29)

Tax financed means-tested benefit only (47)

No child/family benefit anchored in legislation (68)

No data

Disclaimer: Boundaries shown do not imply endorsement or acceptance by the ILO. See full ILO disclaimer.

Note: The universal child benefit count is higher than indicated in previous editions of the World Social Protection 
Report, owing to the inclusion of several territories. The number in parenthesis refers to the count of countries or 
territories.

Sources: ILO estimates, World Social Protection Database, based on the Social Security Inquiry; ISSA Social Security 
Programs Throughout the World; ILOSTAT; national sources.
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Child and family cash benefit schemes constitute
an important element of child-sensitive24 national
social protection systems and play an essential
role in ensuring income security for families. The
proceeding section provides an overview of the
legal coverage of such schemes worldwide.

As of 2024 (see figure 4.1), more than two thirds
(145) of the 213 countries or territories for which
data is available provide statutory child or family
benefits. However, non-statutory programmes
may still exist in other countries. Recent child
benefit reforms show further progress (see
table 4.1). Of the countries or territories with
statutory periodic child or family benefits, the
latest analysis of legal coverage indicates the
following schemes operating worldwide:

24 See definition of “child-sensitive social protection” in box 1.5 in ILO and UNICEF (2023).

and any other necessary goods and services to live in dignity. The basic social security guarantees of
the nationally defined social protection floor should apply, at a minimum, to all residents and children,
as defined in national laws and regulations and subject to existing international obligations (Para. 6),
including under the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights and other relevant instruments. Representing a rights-based approach
strongly focused on outcomes, Recommendation No. 202 allows for a broad range of policy instruments
to achieve income security for children, including child and family benefits (the focus of this report),
as part of a broader portfolio of interventions. Moreover, this framework provides valuable insight for
implementing a life-cycle approach to social protection that is suitably holistic, comprehensive and
adequate to address all child rights.

1 Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948, Art. 22; International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, 1966, Art. 9; United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1989, Art. 26.   2 Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, Arts 25(1) and (2).


