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Child Support Grant in Thailand
Frequently Asked Questions

[bookmark: _Toc349309832][bookmark: _Toc349309947][bookmark: _Toc349333026][bookmark: _Toc349509421][bookmark: _Toc349509586]A joint research project on the social protection system in Thailand conducted by the Royal Thai Government and the United Nations identified a number of policy gaps. The report on the study “Social protection assessment based national dialogue: Towards a nationally defined social protection floor in Thailand”, examined various options for closing these gaps and the cost of financing the new policy initiatives. One of the suggestions emerging from the research was the introduction of a child support grant.  This form of social protection is a new concept for Thailand and so UNICEF has produced this short introduction to answer some key questions people ask about child support grants.  

What are child support grants?
Child support grants are regular cash payments made to the parents or caregivers of children living in poor households to help meet essential living costs; in some countries they are called child allowances or child benefits.
How often are the payments made?
The grants can be paid weekly, monthly or quarterly. More frequent payments obviously affect the overall administrative cost of a child support grant programme, while a monthly payment is convenient for many families. A larger payment that is made less frequently can make it difficult for families to plan and budget carefully.
How much is the child support grant?
The level of the grant varies depending on affordability in relation to national wealth. UNICEF suggests that the grant in Thailand should be 600 baht per month for children from birth to 6 years of age. This level is high enough to make a difference to the budgets of households with children, and makes the cost of administration efficient, without introducing unintended negative incentives or creating dependency.
Why 600 baht?
The level of the child support grant has to take into account many factors: it has to be high enough to make a difference in the lives of poor children, but not so high that it becomes difficult to justify it to families who are not receiving the grant because they do not qualify, or to taxpayers who are footing the bill. International experience suggests that a minimum grant of around US$25 (about 700 baht) per month meets these criteria.
Why limit the grant to only very young children?
The 600 baht direct cost of the child support grant is a major factor: the higher the grant, the more expensive the overall programme will be. Also, the families of school-age children in Thailand are eligible to receive other forms of support, such as free uniforms, milk and meals at school, etc. There currently is no programme to help families cover the significant costs of providing children 0-6 with nutritious food, adequate clothing and early learning materials such as books. Furthermore, a growing body of scientific research shows that early interventions are the most critical in terms of child development. Investments made in children during this stage of life give the highest economic return.
Does the child support grant go to every family with children in Thailand?
No, the payment is only made to households in Thailand that meet the pre-defined poverty level.
How do you know that the family really is poor enough to qualify for the grant?

One of the major challenges in the design of a child support programme in Thailand will be to correctly identify beneficiary families. A combination of tools may be needed such as verifiable household income statements, proxy indictors of poverty (such as housing conditions), community based assessments, etc. Continuous monitoring and evaluation of the eligibility of beneficiary families is important to include in the payment system. 

What if a family has more than one child, do they get the grant for each one?
Yes, the grant is intended to help meet the essential needs of a child, therefore all children below age 6 years in a family should be provided with a separate grant. In some countries, the level of the child support grant is lower for the second and subsequent children. 
Won’t this encourage poor families to have more children to get more child support grants?
International experience has been that child support grants do not encourage poor families to have more children than they otherwise would have. It is also notable that Thailand’s birth rate is falling, and it is government policy to try to support families who want to have more children.
What about children who don’t live in a family or have a caregiver, such as children living on the street or orphans. Are they eligible for the grant?

Every child aged from birth to age 6 would be eligible for the grant, but it must be paid to a parent, caregiver or another adult who is legally responsible for the child: it is not paid directly to children themselves. Children whose legal guardians are institutions, such as an NGO, would be eligible and the grant would be paid to the organization taking care of them. The child support grant is not intended to replace other social services that are needed to support vulnerable children, such as child protection services, government and NGO care homes, etc., but it can supplement the income of these institutions.

How is the child support grant paid?
In most cases, the child support grant would be paid directly to a parent or caregiver of the child. In many countries with child support grants, it has been found that the most effective way is to pay the grant to the mother of the child or another female caregiver as this helps ensure it is used for the child’s wellbeing. There are many different low-cost payment mechanisms that can be used, including payments through the banking system, post offices and pre-payment cards that can be used at convenience stores, etc. In some countries, payments are even made using mobile telephones.
What about families who live in remote areas with no access to banks, post offices or convenience stores, how can they get the payment?
In other countries with child support grants, mobile payment facilities make monthly visits to remote areas to distribute the child support grant to beneficiary families. This system could also work in remote areas of Thailand.
Won’t a child support be very expensive for the country? How can Thailand afford it?
The Government and UN research report calculated that a 400 baht grant for children from birth to 14 years of age targeted to poor families only would cost about 0.02 per cent of Thailand’s gross domestic product. The overall cost of a higher monthly grant of 600 baht but for a reduced aged coverage of children up to six years in poor families would be similar.
If poor families can get 600 baht a month for each of their children isn’t there a danger they will think it not worthwhile to get paid work to support themselves and their children?

The child support grant is intended to supplement the income of families who are either working, temporarily unemployed or unable to work for other reasons such as a disability.  It is to support the expenses of the family in raising their children. The grant needs to be at a level sufficient to supplement family income, but not so high that it would deter the parents or caregivers from seeking paid employment.

In Thailand, communities are used to helping their neighbours who are poor or fall on hard times. Won’t a child support weaken this valuable aspect of Thai culture?

The child support grant does not replace other forms of support or help provided by family, friends or the community. It recognizes that for many poor families the expenses of raising children are high and continuous, and that they need a guaranteed and sustained form of assistance rather than occasional charity. The certainty of receiving a regular supplement to the household’s income to help meet the costs of raising children allows them to better plan and budget their expenses. This helps ensure that there is money available when needed for essentials such as adequate food, clothing, school expenses, transport and so on.

Doesn’t the government already provide cash grants to support poor families with children?
The government of Thailand does have a limited system of cash grants managed by the Ministry of Social Development and Human Security that are paid to special categories of children living in vulnerable situations.  The grants are single 3,000 baht payments that can be paid a maximum of three times in one year. These grants are temporary and intended to provide support to families and children get through a crisis period. The child support grant on the other hand is a regular monthly payment to provide long-term support for families with children who meet the poverty criteria.

Isn’t it likely that many people receiving the child support grant will use it to buy non-essential items like alcohol, cigarettes or drugs, and not spend it on their children?

It is likely that some people who receive the child support grant will abuse it and not use the money for its intended purpose. However, there is little evidence that the scale of this misuse is significant; the vast majority of families use the additional household income in ways that support the health, nutrition and wellbeing of their children. 

Isn’t the child support grant just another populist policy to get voters’ attention?
Child support grants enjoy generally popular support in all countries where they have been introduced. This, however, however does not mean they are “populist”. Child support grants are aimed at building human capital by investing in children, and therefore need the long-term commitment of the public, taxpayers and politicians. They must be set up as permanent legal entitlements, approved by Parliament and allocated a regular, predictable budget that is financed from general taxation. If set up in this way, they are less likely to be perceived as a “populist” policy that can be introduced or cancelled according to political changes.



