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Civil Society Organization Networks support implementation
of the SPF recommendations

It is generally known that improvement of social protection systems are effective tool for reducing
poverty and inequality, promoting basic rights and increasing accessibility to essential services. In ad-
ditional, there is considerable evidence to link social protection with long-term economic development.
Aiming to move towards a more effective and sustainable social protection system, civil society net-
works in Thailand have been advocating for improvement of relevant policies, legislations and regula-
tions through awareness raising, conveying knowledge to improve understanding among stakeholders
and the general public, generally using a participatory approach.

These networks have been engaging in policy advocacy in key areas of the social protection systems,
notably standardizing health security system ensuring equity across different schemes, establishment
of a child allowance scheme, improvement of labour protection and increasing opportunities for ca-
pacity building, particularly for workers in the informal sector. We have also advocated to increase the
benefit level and enhance the legal base of the basic social pension (Old Age Allowance), improve the
assistance for people with disability, as well as to develop a long-term care policy to support frail and
dependent older people and their families.

The UN Social Protection Floor (SPF) initiative and its process, led by the International Labour
Organisation (ILO), aimed at assisting people to have access to welfare services and essential goods
through promoting universal social protection schemes based on a basic human rights concept. This is
immensely beneficial for the improvement of the social protection and welfare systems in Thailand.

This report uses the SPF framework which encompasses key issues of social protection covering all

age groups, providing an overall picture of the situation of different social protection schemes that are
interrelated, reducing issues created by compartmentalised analysis and leading to a more effective ap-
proach in dealing with problems, as well as improvement and development of the systems. Recommen-
dations are presented by proposing a number of options with an initial assessment of budget required
to enable policy makers to have the necessary information and make an informed decision on the most
feasible and suitable option. The recommendations also include structural improvement and further
studies and analysis required.

The author team focuses on participation of all sectors including the civil society network. Relevant
network members, notably the civil society network working on health and welfare, ageing, children,
informal workers actively participated in the consultations and dialogues, providing inputs and recom-
mendations on different issues, some of which are reflected in the report. The consultation and dia-
logue process was also extended to wider groups of civil society which, in turn, facilitates and strength-
en coordination among the civil society networks and will have a positive effect on future collaboration.

The preparation of this report may not entirely reflect the views and recommendations of the civil soci-
ety networks in some of the key issues which go beyond the SPF. However, the commitment to promote
participation of the civil society networks in the process is a good starting point and the contents and
recommendations in this report are extremely useful. The government and other sectors should con-
sider implementing these recommendations. The civil society sector will be another committed social
force supporting advancement of the social protection systems in the country.
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